
Page 1  

 

Confirmation Food Drive 
 

Wednesday, October 12th 
7:00 - 8:00pm 

 

Youth from Granite Falls Lutheran 
Church will be going around town 

collecting food or money donations 
(checks payable to Neighbors United Food Shelf) 

for the local food shelf.  
Please turn on your outside light  

if you would like to support by making a 
donation.  

 

Donations may also be 

dropped off at the church 

prior to Wednesday. 

 

Church Cleaning 

Monday, Oct 10th  

8:30am 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME!! 
 

Bring supplies if you have them. 

Granite Falls Lutheran News 

October, 2022 

Altar Guild 
Cleaning  

Monday, October 3
rd

   

We will start cleaning anytime during 

the day. We must be done by 6:45pm 

as there is another event at church.  

A list of cleaning duties will be in the 

Altar Guild room.  
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Upcoming Worship Services 

Nov. 6: All Saints Service of Remembrance- 10:30am 

Nov. 20: WELCA Thank Offering Service 

Nov. 23: Thanksgiving Eve Service @ YMLC  

Dec 11th Sunday School Christmas Program 

Dec 18th  Christmas Choir Service 

Dec 24th Christmas Eve Services at 3:00pm &7:00pm 

Dec 25th Worship Service 

Transfers  Out 
Pastor Mark  & Joyce Manning  

Pastor Paul & Anna Drees 

Online Worship Services 

Worship services will continue to be livestreamed 

on the GFLC Facebook page.  

If you are unable to tune in live, the services 

will be posted to Facebook and YouTube 

after being streamed.  

 Worship services are also aired on the local 

cable channel 8 on Sundays at 7:00 PM.  
 

GFLC Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/GFLCGFMN/ 

GFLC YouTube Channel: 

 https://www.youtube.com/user/gflcMNelca/feed 

Worship in October 

Come let us worship together as we sing praises to our God and grow in faith together.

September Ministerial Acts 

ALL SAINTS SERVICE OF  

REMEMBRANCE  

Sunday, Nov. 6th, 10:30 am.  

We will be holding our annual All Saints Ser-

vice of Remembrance on the first Sunday in 

November for all who have lost loved ones, 

family, or friends in the past 12 months. All 

are welcome to stay for this!  Each person will 

have a scripture passage read for them and an 

opportunity for family and friends to light a 

candle in their memory. Let the 

church office know by October 

31st if you have a friend or family 

member whom you would like 

included in this special service.  
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“Oh, may our hearts and minds be opened,  

fling the church doors open wide. 

May there be room enough for everyone inside. 

For in God there is a welcome, in God we all belong. 

May that welcome be our song.”   
 

“God We Gather as Your People”-All Creation Sings-#1038 
 

I begin my letter this month with the chorus to a hymn that is in our new purple hymn supplement-All Creation Sings. This 

could be our theme for this time in the life of our congregation. Our Worship and Music committee voted to bring this hymn 

supplement as an item for approval to our council in September. It was approved and so you will find this beautiful volume 

in our hymnal racks this coming Sunday, October 2. Music is such an important part of ministry and of our worship experi-

ence. We have been introducing liturgy and hymns from this volume at our Celebration Services for almost a year. What a 

wonderful addition to our worship experience!   
 

This is an exciting time for our congregation. We are welcoming two Interim Pastors, Interim Pastor Deborah Nissen and 

Interim Pastor Joyce Capp. They are serving us at three-quarter time each. Serving two weeks together, then alternating the 

next two weeks and so on. This allows us to stay within our current pastoral budget, fulfill our pastoral agreement with Yel-

low Medicine Lutheran Church and engage the short term services of Pastor Peter Soli and Rachel Hefte of Dialog Works to 

help us begin the healing process and set a healthy and sustainable future of ministry for Granite Falls Lutheran Church.  
 

The next step will be important, forming a Project Coordination Team consisting of six members nominated by the congre-

gation and decided upon by the Executive Committee on October 4. This team will meet with Pr. Peter and Rachel via 

Zoom to learn about the project and to help make scheduling and logistic decisions. They will be prepared to talk about the 

project, answer questions, and assist in engaging members in the project. They will also help with the signup and serve as 

hosts for small group meetings with Pr. Peter and Rachel and advise them in their work. The Project Coordination Team’s 

work will finish mid-December. The final report from Pr. Peter and Rachel will follow shortly thereafter. 
 

Our Interim Pastors, Pastor Deborah and Pastor Joyce are supportive of the decision of our council to engage the services of 

Dialog Works/Pr.Peter and Rachel. They have already been and will continue to be involved in the whole process and in-

strumental when we reach the point of implementation. The recommendations from Pr. Peter and Rachel will draw upon the 

insights and strengths of both Dialog Works and Interim Pastor Deborah and Interim Pastor Joyce. Having Dialog Works 

take on this vital role gives our interim pastors an opportunity to focus on the current ministry programs of our church and 

allows them to keep our congregation moving forward during these first few months.  
 

One of the questions that I have been asked  is “Why are we doing this, why can’t we just move on?” The answer is, in part, 

because we have gone through a traumatic time…we have had both of our pastors resign, we have gone through difficulties 

with pastors in our recent past. We need some outside help, we need to talk and process and begin healing. We cannot go 

forward and simply hope that it turns out differently next time. Change happens with intention, with professional guidance 

and with education. We want our congregation to create a safe space that welcomes everyone, every voice. We want to re-

build the community, and move into the next chapter of ministry in a healthy, positive and sustainable way. Our council de-

termined that we needed to work with professionals who have expertise in doing work that would help us do all of those 

things and learn the tools that can help us create a culture that is welcoming, respectful and inclusive. 
 

I encourage you to talk, to ask questions. I invite you to contact me about any concern or insight that you want to share or 

express. Please reach out to other members of the council. We are here to serve you. The entire council is faithful, working 

hard to help our church heal, thrive, and discover a new sense of purpose in ministry. Please join us and participate with 

your insights and your valuable voice in God’s work. 
 

Together in faith, 
Elaine Halverson, GFLC Congregational President 
 

Elaine’s contact information:  
cell phone-320-226-3322;  
email-ekhalverson5@gmail.com 
 

From Congregational President Elaine Halverson 

mailto:email-ekhalverson5@gmail.com
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You show me the path of life.  In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.”  Psalm 16:11 

 

I have had the privilege of serving as a pastor in the ELCA for 31 years in five different congregations.  Psalm 16:11 has 

been a verse I turn to often to give me hope and direction. As I ponder the ministry that we will be sharing together this 

verse can serve as a foundation for our life together. 

The path we will be taking together is one which we are called to keep our eyes open to see God and hear God. This is 

not my path or Pastor Deborah’s path or your path for Granite Falls.  But rather together we will seek God’s path for us 

as a church. Some times that path may seem dark and we may think we have lost our way, and wonder where is God. 

But God keeps showing us that path of life through prayer, conversations, listening, questioning, celebrating what is 

working, and letting go of what is not working. Together we are the church and together we seek what it means to love 

our neighbor and serve God as we walk on the path as children of God.    

I love that image of a path.  A path implies a journey or a movement from place to place.  A path is a sense of direction 

in which a person or in our case, the church, is moving. I’m here to walk alongside leadership and congregation mem-

bers and learn about the path Granite Falls Lutheran has for mission and outreach.  I look forward to walking the path 

with you.  I am here to listen and learn.   

The psalmist reminds us there is fullness of joy in God’s presence.  What does joy feel like to you?  When do you expe-

rience joy?  For me gathering on Sundays as the family of God to worship God and build each other up is where I find 

joy. Joy comes as we experience the presence of Jesus among us even in the midst of challenges.   

The right hand of God is a place of security and the pleasures God bestows on us are gifts of hope, forgiveness, grace, 

life, his presence, and so much more. The pleasures of the world are fleeting but God’s pleasures are forever.  God has 

been at work in and through Granite Falls Lutheran for many decades. We give thanks for what has been and seek ways 

to build on the foundation that has been laid by others. Together let us seek answers to questions.  Questions such as 

“Who are we?  “What makes our church unique?”  “What are the pleasures and joy that we have to share?”  “What does 

it mean to be church in this time?”       

My path of faith has had many twists and turns.  I grew up in Anoka and going to church was a path I walked for years.  

I learned serving others by teaching Sunday School, singing in choir, helping set up for communion, folding bulletins, 

and the list goes on. My foundation of church was rooted in worship and service.  Psalm 16 became important to me as I 

served as a college campus staff worker with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship for 8 years. After serving as a pastor for 

30 years I retired in November 2021. My husband Ron and I make our home in Raymond. I look forward to walking on 

the path of ministry with you in the months ahead.  It will be a great adventure.          

Prayer for our ministry together: O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, 

by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage not knowing where we go, 

but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                                                                                                 

Walking on God’s path together, 

Interim Pastor Joyce  

From Pastor Joyce Capp 
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Transition a time to listen, reflect, and prepare 

 
Transitions are a part of life, some are yearly like school starting, others are less frequent like reviewing 

retirement goals.  For us as a congregation now is a time of transition that involves spending time reviewing all our 

goals, desires, and hopes for the long- and short-term mission(s) that God is calling us to do and be.  Spend time 

praying, listening and sharing as God gives us the inspiration for what is next for Granite Falls Lutheran along with 

Yellow Medicine.  We will have God as our guide to where we are going and how we are getting there. 

God journeys are on God’s timetable not ours. Be patient as we work together to learn God’s plan and par-

ticipate to grow your relationship to God and the work God has for us.  We will take time to work through some of 

the conflict that has been part of the past as we learn and grow with the help of Dialogue Works. When we are 

ready, we will form a transition team to help us on the next phase of this journey. We will celebrate the journey of 

faith of both of these congregations that has brought us to this point.  Then we will have multiple ways for listening 

and sharing what we are hearing as God’s next plan for your faith journey.  Really being open to God in our prayer 

and discussions will then help us maintain what is to continue, let go of the work that is finished and then add what 

is needed for the new journeys of sharing God in this place.  Once we know where God is sending us or how God is 

using us, we will be able to share it to inspire and match you with a settled pastor seeing the same vision for minis-

tries from God.  

Pray for God’s plan to inspire all of you.  Pray and listen to God as God guides us on this journey.  

Then be patient for God’s timing as we reflect and prepare for the next phase in the journey of faith God has for you 

as communities of Christians sharing the love of Christ. 

 

Faith journey for Interim Pastor Deborah Nissen 
Listening to God’s calling through the Holy Spirit keeps me inspired and challenged. This has led to my 

doing interim ministry to help congregations through the time of transition.  God has gifted me to keep asking: 

What is God calling us to be about? God has also gifted me with administrative skills, so I am able to review and 

guide you, if necessary, through updating the worldly documents we must have to deal in the world as we seek to 

share God’s love and do the ministries God needs us to do. My getting to this point has been a journey. 

My journey of listening to the Holy Spirit has been fun, challenging, and widespread.  I grew up in Iowa, 

lived in five different homes in four different towns/cities. Church was an important part of our family life.  As we 

moved, we would transfer our membership to a congregation where we could be active. I was a member of three 

different congregations by the time I graduated high school. Then I moved to Texas for college and my first career 

as an accountant in Fort Worth and Dallas. I was always active in church and changed congregations as I moved in 

the area.  Over the years, I served on council (as treasurer, president, stewardship chair and other positions), taught 

confirmation, lead adult Sunday School, and other Sunday discussions, all before God made it clear that He had 

new plans for me.  This led to my entering seminary and being ordained in 2001. Serving congregations as a settled 

pastor has led me from Texas to Arkansas (where my parents had moved in retirement and needed my support) to 

Wisconsin.  God then had another plan for me which led to Minnesota and interim ministry.  I now have a perma-

nent residence in Woodbury.  This has allowed my sister and I to live in the same town after almost 50 years of liv-

ing long distances from each other, her in Massachusetts and me in Texas.  It is a joy to be able to share with her 

and she supports me with needing to stay where I am serving as interim in many ways. I am looking forward to our 

time together as you transition to God’s next plan for you. 

Blessings, 

Interim Pastor Deborah Nissen 

From Pastor Deborah Nissen 
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Youth 

Musical Ministry Together this Holiday Season 
The GFLC Chancel Choir has extended an invitation to the YMLC Choir to come 
together for a special Christmas Choral Program on December 18, 2022.  First at 
the 9:00 am service at GFLC and then at the 10:30 am service at YMLC.  

We will begin rehearsals in early November with dates/times to 
be determined. The program will be "A Christmas Carol Gallery: 
Portraits of the Season" arranged and orchestrated by Larry 
Shackley. There are opportunities for singers and readers.  

Please contact Elaine Halverson, GFLC Chancel Choir Director for 
more information:  ekhalverson5@gmail.com 

Student Bible Presentation  
 

7th graders 
Sunday, October 9th 

* * *  

4 year olds 
Sunday, October 16th 

 

9:00 am worship service 

October 2022 

Children’s Church & Sunday School Schedule 
(age 4 thru 1st Grade) (2nd thru 6th Grades) 

Oct 2  Children’s Church – 9:00 am  

 Sunday School - 10:00 am 

Oct 9 Children’s Church – 9:00 am  

 Sunday School - 10:00 am 

Oct 16 Children’s Church – 9:00 am *sing in church! 
 Sunday School - 10:00 am *sing in church! 

Oct 23 No Children’s Church or Sunday School 

Oct 30 Children’s Church - 9:00 am  

 Sunday School - 10:00 am 

Wee Praise &  
Kids of the Rock  

sing during worship  
on October 16th! 

Confirmation Food Drive 

Wed, October 12th,  7-8 pm 

See page one 
for details. 



Page 7  

 

“Excel in the Grace of Giving” 
 

On Sundays October 16th, October 23rd, and November 13th, our worship theme will be “Excel in the Grace of 
Giving.” I hope you will make every effort to be present on all three Sundays. During the second Sunday, we will 
introduce a giving challenge titled “Give Plus One.” 

We hope and pray that the messages offered will help us in our journeys as faithful and generous stewards. By 
the power of the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament, we are molded and transformed into stewards who 
follow God’s ways and become more Christ-like in our giving. As Christians, we are motivated to give by the gift 
of God’s grace through his son. With hearts filled with God’s love and grace, we can give faithfully. 

Giving is our faith response to God’s gifts. God wants us to give willingly and cheerfully out of hearts filled 
with love and gratitude for our present and eternal lives. We also give out of obedience because God’s Word di-
rects us to give. The Apostle Paul said, “But just as you excel in everything … in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love for us … see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 
8:7). Just as Paul urged the people in Corinth to give, we are urged to “excel in this grace of giving.” 

The themes of the Sunday morning Bible studies during these three weeks will be: 

“Why Christians Give” 

“Outrageous Giving” 

“Principles of Giving” 

 

Please bring your commitment forms to church on Commitment Sunday, November 13th, or return it to the 
church office at your convenience. 

May God bless and keep us in His peace and joy as we give to Him! 

 

GFLC Stewardship Committee 

Want to Sign Up for Electronic Giving? 

Go to the Granite Falls Lutheran Website. 

(www.granitefallslutheran.com) On the home 

page you will see a link titled “Give Online” 

towards the upper right part of your screen. 

From there you will be able to complete the 

easy sign-up. This is a simple way to pre-

arrange offerings to the church.  

 

Direct link to Simply Giving sign up:   

click here 

Kasota Stone Fund Update 

Thank you for over $116,000  

of donations to date, which is on our way 

to reaching our goal of $133,688!    

We have approximately $17,000 to go! 

When making a donation by check be sure 

to write "Kasota Stone" on the memo line; 

for cash donations please use an envelope 

from the narthex and add the memo to the 

envelope. Thank you for your continued 

generosity as we move toward this goal!  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRiIeDK6-gTk2jwJ9XUlhbKws4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouVz038pN3-t0u_gJRH7qNoA=&ver=3
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Newsletter 

Deadline 

Fall Bazaar 

Luncheon 
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October Worship Leaders 

  10/2/2022 10/9/2022 10/16/2022 10/23/2022 10/30/2022 

Usher Tam Keith Knudson Scott Santjer Scott Jans Doug Peterson Mark Jensen 

Reader Mark Jensen Chad Friese Scott Jans Connie Peterson Shawnn Martin 

Communion *Dana Baldry   Keith Sandberg   Shawnn Martin 

 Assistant Doug Peterson X Kaye Thorkelson X Nicole Kotek 

  Connie Peterson   Mark Jensen   Darlene Erickson 

  Kathy Hendrickson   Roger Abel   Ali Mensink 

 Mark Jensen    Les Bergquist 

2 Noah Eggebraaten 10 Gene Buchholz 16 Kristi Gabbert 26 Holly Ims 

2 Gunnar Fagen 10 Dorian Grove 16 Jessica Foy-Skjefte 26 Olin Knutson 

2 Jerome Ims 10 Mary Jepson 17 Paul Hoernemann 26 Alan Poff 

2 Carol Iverson 10 Tammy Jager 18 Dylan Hempel 27 Garrett Cole 

3 Karen Brovold 11 Corbin Roe 18 Teresa Ihnen 27 Hannah Christians 

3 Cadence Hildahl 11 Mary Ims 18 Angela Jans 28 Rachel Hagen 

3 Peggy Holien 12 David Anderson 19 Melissa Arneson 28 Ashley Niemeyer 

5 David Hamre 12 Blakely Kvendru 19 Jeffrey Koepke 29 Kenneth Dahl 

5 Beth Sneller 12 Delores Veden 19 Phyllis Stavne 29 Nora Lewison 

5 Brenda Barber 13 Daniel Hauger 20 Wells Golberg 29 Scott Tedrick 

6 Delaney Myers 13 Avery Lewison 21 Jacob Munsterman 30 Kristi Flaten 

6 Bernard Jahn 13 Samuel Poff 21 Katie Anderson 30 Steven Johnson 

7 Macie Sik 14 Steven Bjorndal 21 Kalli Knudson 30 Janell Paulson 

8 Corey Moe 14 Amy Hoernemann 22 Grayson Kvendru 30 Mark Jensen 

8 Betty Rolla 14 Zach Santjer 22 Christina Nerdahl 31 Kathleen Hanson 

8 Mark Wilson 15 Duke Anderson 23 Tangela Lavoie 31 Autumn Ladwig 

9 Denneth Bakkelund 15 Kay Steenson 24 Tamara Timm 31 Joanne Ohliger 

9 Holly Hempel 16 Jeffrey Baker 25 Leslie Bergquist 31 Voni Vosberg 

9 Jeanette Hendrickson 16 James Barber 25 Nancy Knudson   
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Espresso Time! 
Women gathering around the 

coffee table for fellowship  

and scripture.  
 

Please join us at church on the  

2nd and 4th Thursdays  

of the month at 2:30 pm. 

Granite Falls Lutheran Church 

350 9th Avenue 

Granite Falls, MN 56241 
 

 www.granitefallslutheran.com 
 

Phone: 320-564-3746 Ginny Dambroten  
Admin Assistant 

reception@granitefallslutheran.com 

Joyce Capp 

Interim Pastor 

  pastorjoyce@granitefallslutheran.com 

Deborah Nissen 

Interim Pastor 

pastordeborah@granitefallslutheran.com 

Valerie Santjer 

Parish Administrator 

  office@granitefallslutheran.com 

WELCA 

    “God knows we’re learning and He’s there to continue to patiently wait for us and teach us what we 
need to know, even when we turn and run.”  Kathy Weckwerth 
    Jonah is an example of this for even though he tried to run away from God’s call, God rescued him 
and brought him to Nineveh.   
    Reverend Billy Graham says this about God’s call: “The will of God will not take us where the grace 
of God cannot sustain us.” Let us each remember this as we work together to do God’s will and are 
sometimes asked to do something that we don’t feel comfortable with. May God walk with us as we 
work together.   Together we can do much!! 

 

WELCA Fall Bazaar:  Thursday, Oct.13, 11:00-1:00 
 Soup and Sandwich – Crafts & Quilts - Bake Sale – Cards 
  …. Take outs available …. 
 

 
 
Dates to remember: 

Dinner at Your Door:   October 10 -14, Group 6 
LQP WELCA Fall Gathering:   October 18 – Louisburg Lutheran Church 
Mission Action quilting:   October 25 & 26, 9:00 am; Snacks – WELCA Bd 
 

The Mission Action team has been gifted with beautiful materials for quilts and kits. 
Now we really need volunteers to help with the assembly.    

Saturday morning 

Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 am  

at Hardee’s 

 

Come and enjoy! 

http://www.granite

