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Granite Falls Lutheran News 

November, 2025 

Giving Good Gifts! 

This year during the holidays, the  

Outreach Committee invites you to give 

Good Gifts.  The gift of a goat, pig or a 

flock of chickens can be the thing that 

changes life for the better for a whole 

family! Our Giving Good Gifts  

program will begin on Nov. 9th and end 

on Dec. 14th.  

More information is coming 

your way soon!  

The GFLC Fall  

Semi-Annual Meeting 

Will be held on  

Sunday, November 23rd, 

at 10:00 am. 

Important topics to cover include:   
~Budget Approval~       

Everyone is encouraged attend so that  
we reach our quorum.  

Poinsettia Plant Sales 
$20 each  

Color options are:  Red, White & Pink 

You can order Poinsettias as a memorial, 

in honor of, for a gift, or just for yourself!   

Order forms are available on 
the narthex table. 

Deadline for orders is  

NOON,  

Noisy Offering 

for 

Santa’s Sleigh 

 
November 2nd 

Santa’s Sleigh  provides gifts and toys to 
children ages 17 & younger in  

Yellow Medicine County. 

Honoring our Veterans  

There will be a special video during our November 9th 

worship service honoring our living military veterans.  
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Worship in November 2025

Come let us worship together as we sing praises to our God and grow in faith together.

 

Baptism: 
 Charlotte Bernice Lindemann   Oct. 5th  

Maelin Marie Thielen Kent      Oct. 12th 

October Ministerial Acts 

Funerals 
 Becky Sather Oct. 4th 

Kathleen Velde Oct 18th 

All Saints Sunday, November 2nd 

 There will be a very special service at 10:30am on Sunday, November 2nd, where we will honor and cele-
brate people who have touched us through their lives of faith.  

 At our 9:00am service we will honor all our saints who have been baptized in the past 12 months and re-
member all our saints who have passed away in the past 12 months. Then at 10:30am everyone within the Gran-
ite Falls community is invited to our annual All Saints Service of Remembrance. We will have families and 
friends gather together to share prayers & scripture, light candles and give honor to anyone in their lives who 
has died in the past 12 months.   

 Here is the list of GFLC members who we will be honoring and remembering on All Saints Sunday.  

Baptisms 

 

 

 

 

 

Deaths 

Ronald Magnuson Diane Hofteig Betty Erickson Gerald Lewison 

ElDora Pederson Scott Hegna David Velde Rita Kessler 

Lorraine Tebben Duaine Kimpling Sheryl Skogrand Delores Veden 

LaDonna Stock Lois Roth Steven Halverson Becky Sather 

Camden DeBlieck Tayte Christians Hallie Johnson 

Elin Dinesen Kori Knudson Helen Sheggeby 

Kyla Smith Norah Savig Mack Lecy 

Hesston Cole Charlotte Lindemann Maelin Kent 
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   So much learning…   

Here is learning from one night at 

Confirmation: We all know that 

Jesus called twelve disciples, but 

how did they get to be Apostles?  

When God raised Jesus from the 

dead, things changed. They finally 

understood what Jesus had been 

saying, and what he came to do! 

The twelve provincial bumpkins (as our confirmation materials refer to them) suddenly got it! They flexed their muscles, 

and got going, carrying the message about Jesus, the Messiah, the Savior of the world as far as they could go! Many    

were martyred for their faith, but the church of Christ lived and grew. We are disciples because we follow Jesus. We are 

apostles because we are sent, just like they were!  

Importer or producer?   I remember former bishop Jon Anderson that the Southwest MN Synod imports more pastors 

than it produces. That got me thinking about congregations. When was the last time a son or daughter of this congregation 

was called into ministry? Rev. Karen Soli, and Rev. Peter Soli came from this congregation. Synodically authorized    

minister Tim Velde is from Yellow Medicine Lutheran Church. I’m sure there are others. We have members exploring lay 

ministry in a variety of ways. Who do you know who might make a good pastor or lay minister? Invite them! Send them 

my way. I’d be happy to talk with them. There are many paths for training. We would love to be a congregation that not 

only is served by pastors, but produces pastoral leadership for the whole church. Let’s all work toward this together!   

Living wet! The church lives because of its members living out their baptismal vocation in daily life. That’s you. That’s 

you in your workplace, at school, at home, with your family, your friends and neighbors. Thank you for the way that you 

live out your faith!  

Brad Chamberlain is the new president of Luther College in Decorah, IA.   At his installation in October, he told the story 

of his children, and the pattern they had as he sent them off to school.  He would ask “Who are you?”  Their response was 

A child of God. “What did you do to earn it?” Nothing. “What can you do to lose it?” Nothing.     

Amen!!!  YES!!!  This is the joy of the Christian life. We can do nothing to earn God’s unconditional love. It is ours. It is 

free. And we can’t lose it, even if we lose our way. We are baptized.  

Don’t ever forget your identity. You are a precious child of God.   

Live in this amazing grace. And share it!!         Pastor Sarah   

Christmas Cantata 2025 
The Granite Falls Lutheran Church Chancel Choir and singers from Yellow Medicine Lutheran 
Church will join together to present a Christmas Choral Cantata on December 21st, 2025 
(9:00 AM GFLC; 11 AM YMLC). There will be 5 rehearsals on Wednesday evenings (6:30 PM) 
beginning in November (Saturday morning rehearsal on December 20th, if needed) The first 

rehearsal will be held in the GFLC Sanctuary on Wednesday, November 12th 
at 6:30 PM. We are reprising the beautiful cantata, "Love is 
Born" (Celebrating the Mystery and Wonder of Christmas) arranged by 
Lloyd Larson.   
NEW SINGERS WELCOME!!  
Please contact Elaine Halverson, GFLC Chancel Choir Director for more 
information  ekhalverson5@gmail.com 

mailto:ekhalverson5@gmail.com
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November’s Thankful 
Thought 

We do not give so that  
we may receive. We give  

because our hearts,  
overflowing with gratitude, 
for all God has given to us 

are compelled to give. 

Blessings, Stewardship Committee 

THE GIVING TREE  
GFLC Outreach Committee will be planting THE GIVING TREE again 

this year in the Narthex.  Donations of winter warmth items  – hats, 

mittens, gloves, scarves (both new and gently used) can be donated at 

THE GIVING TREE through Thanksgiving.  Donations will be shared with indi-

viduals seeking these winter necessities in Yellow Medicine County.  We appreciate 

your help in sharing the warmth.  

The Ladies Aid of the Pejuhutazizi Presbyterian Church  

is hosting their 3rd Annual Winter Clothing Drive 
They are collecting gently used items to support their  

homeless Dakota relatives in Sisseton, SD. 

Items Needed: 
 Winter Coats, Boots, Gloves, Hats & Scarves 
 Clothing for All Ages (babies to adults) 
 Shoes 
 Bath Towels & Washcloths 
 Personal Care Items (soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, etc.) 

 

Donations collected until  Sunday, November 9th. 

Drop-off location: Pejuhutazizi Presbyterian Church 

Need a Pickup?  

No Problem!  Please call or  leave a voicemail with your  name & address. 
Rev. Fern Cloud 320-808-7373 

Linda Blue 320-226-7708 
Barbara Mulligan (Montevideo area) 507-828-9431 

Lucy Benner 320-226-2971 

Yellow Medicine Lutheran Church, H.F., invites 
Granite Falls Lutheran Church to their 

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE 

Wednesday, November 26, 2025 

6:15 Meal 

7:00 pm Worship Service 

Menu:  meatballs, mashed potatoes & gravy, 

vegetable, dinner roll, & cookie.  Cost of the 

meal: $12/adult and $5/child under 12.  For the meal, 

we need a count by November 19th.  Please sign up on 

the table in the narthex. 
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We celebrate  

that we have eight young  

people and two adults  

attending the  

Jr High Youth Gathering  

on  

Friday - Saturday  

November 20th - 21st  

in Willmar! 

 

Let’s pray for a fun and faith filled experience for our group! 

Children’s Church &  

Sunday School Schedule 

CC (age 4 thru 1st Grade)    SS (2nd thru 6th Grades) 

Nov    2 Children’s Church - 9:00 am 
 Sunday School - 10:00 am 

Nov    9 Children’s Church - 9:00 am 
 Sunday School - 10:00 am 

Nov  16 Children’s Church - 9:00 am 
 Sunday School - 10:00 am 

Nov  23 Children’s Church - 9:00 am 
 Sunday School - 10:00 am 

Nov  30 No CC or SS 

Children’s 
Christmas Program  

 

December 15th  
during worship 

9:00am 

Rehearsal Schedule 
Dec 7th: 10:00am - ALL Ages 

(Children’s Church & Sunday School) 

Dec 10th: 5:20pm - 6:30pm  
1st grade - 6th grade 

(Sunday School) 

Thanks to the  
Confirmation students 
who helped with the 

food shelf drive.  

What a great success!! 

Thanks to the congregation for 
their generous support of 
the youth gathering food 
for the food shelf.  

The food shelf is grateful 

for your generosity! 

Santa’s Sleigh Program 

Yellow Medicine County residents with children who need a little 
help from Santa’s Sleigh this Christmas will need to complete an 
enrollment form. Please call YMC Family Services @ 320-564-
2211 and request that an application be mailed. You may also send 
an email to lori.formo@co.ym.mn.gov.   
The application deadline is Monday, December 1st. 
For those interested in being a volunteer shopper, sponsor, or donating 
a monetary amount towards the program contact:  
Santa’s Sleigh c/o Family Service Center 415 9th Ave, Suite 202 
Granite Falls, MN 

Confirmation  

Schedule 
 

November 5th    

6:30 pm Meal & 7:00 pm Class 

November 12th  

6:30 pm Meal & 7:00 pm Class 

November 19th  

6:30 pm Meal & 7:00 pm Class  

November 26th  

No Class –Thanksgiving Break 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1 
All Saints Day 

7:00am Men's 

Bible Study 

at Hardee's 

2  Daylight-Saving Time Ends 
 

9:00am Worship Service w/Holy 

Communion 
9:00am Children's Church  

          - During Worship 
10:00am Sunday Morning Mingle 

w/rolls & coffee 
10:00am Sunday School 
10:30am All Saints Service of 

Remembrance Service 

3 
7:00pm  

Prairie Arts 

Chorale  

Rehearsal 

4 
5:00pm  

   Outreach 

Committee 
5:30pm  

   Executive 

Committee 

Meeting 
7:00pm  

    Property 

Committee 

5 
1:00pm Worship at Granite 

Ridge 
2:00pm Worship at GFH 

Care Center 
5:00pm Worship & Music 

Committee 
5:30pm Education Comm. 
6:30pm Confirmation Meal 
6:30pm GFLC Chancel 

Choir Practice 
7:00pm FFF Confirmation 

6 
6:30pm New 

Member 

Class 

7 
Office 

Closed 

8 
Synod  

Equipping 

Congregations 

Day at New 

London 

 
7:00am Men's 

Bible Study at 

Hardee's 

9 
8:30am Coffee/Fellowship 
Good Gifts Kick-Off 
Wee Praise Choir & Kids of the 

Rock Sing During Worship 
9:00am Celebration Worship  

Service 
9:00am Children's Church  

          - During Worship 
10:00am Sunday School 

10 
7:00pm  

Prairie Arts 

Chorale  

Rehearsal 

11 
Veterans Day 
6:30pm Council 

Meeting 

12 
6:30pm Confirmation Meal 
6:30pm GFLC Chancel 

Choir Practice 
7:00pm FFF Confirmation 

13 
2:30pm  

 Espresso Time 

14 
Office 

Closed 

15 
7:00am Men's 

Bible Study at 

Hardee's 

16 
8:30am Coffee/Fellowship 
9:00am WELCA ThankOffering 

Worship Service 
9:00am Children's Church  
          - During Worship 
10:00am Sunday School 
5:00pm Community Meal (Music 

@ 4:30) 

17 
7:00pm  

Prairie Arts 

Chorale  

Rehearsal 

18 19 
6:30pm Confirmation Meal 
6:30pm GFLC Chancel 

Choir Practice 
7:00pm FFF Confirmation 

20 
Newsletter 

Deadline 

21 
Jr. High 

Youth 

Gathering 
 

Office 

Closed 

22 
Jr. High Youth 

Gathering 

 
7:00am Men's 

Bible Study at 

Hardee's 

23 
8:30am Coffee/Fellowship 
9:00am Worship Service w/Holy 

Communion 
9:00am Children's Church  

          - During Worship 
10:00am Semi-annual  

         Congregational Meeting 
10:00am Sunday School 

24 25 
 

26 
6:15pm YMLC Catered 

Meal, Hanley Falls 
7:00pm YMLC Thanksgiv-

ing Eve Service, Hanley 

Falls 

27 
Thanksgiving 

Day 
 

OFFICE 

CLOSED - 

HOLIDAY 

 

28 
Office 

Closed 

29 
7:00am Men's 

Bible Study at 

Hardee's 

30 
8:30am Coffee/Fellowship 
Advent 
9:00am Worship 
10:00am Church Christmas 

Decorating 

            
Online Worship Services 

Worship services are livestreamed on the GFLC Facebook page.  

 Worship services are also aired on the local cable channel 8 on Sundays at 7:00 PM.  

GFLC Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/GFLCGFMN/ 

GFLC YouTube Channel:    https://www.youtube.com/user/gflcMNelca/feed 

Pastor Sarah on Vacation 

Daylight Saving Time ends 
Nov. 2nd 

Pastor Sarah on Vacation 
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November Worship Leaders 

1 Ruby Hieb 7 Tomi Lecy 16 James Fromm 21 JoAnn Steinbach 

1 Rochelle Ladwig 8 Hanna Bjorndal 16 Karen Johnson 22 Jenna Lecy 

1 Kurt Johnson 8 JoAnn Holien 16 Howard Thielen 23 Kayla Anderson 

1 Layton Damm 8 Gunner Aus 16 Ryan Martin 23 Karsen Parliament 

2 Lonnie Anderson 9 Keith Helgeson 17 Quinn Kotek 24 Jacob Peterson 

2 Jami Peters 9 Gretchen Hempel 17 Ronald Winter 24 Julie Williams 

4 Kristina Wilkening 9 Jacob Ullrich 17 John Lund 25 Terrin Torvik 

4 Jeffery Mensink 10 Mary Nielsen 17 Becky Mensink 25 James Hendrickson 

5 Kristen Plaisance 10 Julie Kleinheksel 18 Thomas Baker 25 Laramie Cole 

5 Mark Bakken 11 Julianna Poff 18 Marie Rude 26 Ron Fagen 

5 Caron Aeikens 11 Vera Finnes 18 Decker Ettesvold 27 Dean Baldry 

5 Lorene Fromm 11 Douglas Josephson 19 Patricia Kubly 27 Austin Timm 

5 Orla Hanson 12 Earl Christianson 19 Taylor Bakkelund 28 Jackie Parliament 

6 Hallie Johnson 13 Lila Lindberg 20 Lauren Soine 28 Cynthia Smiglewski 

7 Ann Eggebraaten 13 Julene Nordaune 20 Stacey Hegna 30 Heather Sannerud 

7 Gale Peterson 14 LaVonne Torke 20 Eugene Sannerud 30 Barbara Buchholz 

7 Darlene Zima 14 Charles Arneson 21 Glenda Abraham 30 Grady Dahl 

7 Logan Thorstad 14 Susan Midthun 21 Emma Knutson   

 11/2/2025 11/9/2025 11/16/2025 11/23/2025 11/30/2025 

Greeters Doug and Connie  
Peterson 

Barry and Kathy  
Anderson 

Scott and Karla 
Bjorndal 

Jim and Kathy  
Hendrickson 

Mark & Joanelle 
Sannerud 

  Rachel Hagen Norma Iverson Scott Jans Dar Hanson Mark Jensen 

Usher Team Scott Jans Mark Jensen Jeff Koepke Scott Bjorndal Stan Santjer 

Acolytes Samantha Paulson Lincoln Santjer Emry Jans Aryn Carter Tenley Anderson 

  Amara Foy Laney Santjer Ariella Izaguire Luke Hauger Lauren Soine 

Reader Nicolle Kotek Sally Ohliger Connie Peterson Sue Bergquist Shawnn Martin 

Communion *Karla Bjorndal     Val Hoffman   

 Assistant *Taylor Bakkelund     Mike Ohliger   

  David Haroldson     Sally Ohliger   

  Peg Heglund     Doug Peterson   

  Melissa Helgeson   Gwen  
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During this Thanksgiving season, challenge yourself to fill your cornucopia. 
Practicing gratitude is like building a muscle through exercise. The more you 
do it, the easier and more habit-forming it becomes. And just like with slow 
and consistent efforts to increase regular physical exercise and fitness, gradu-
ally increasing your positivity and gratitude can result in feeling healthier and 
less sluggish. Don’t look for extraordinary events or moments; focus on pay-
ing attention to what is around you, looking for the positive, and you will ex-
perience the rewards. The other amazing thing is that positive energy is as 

contagious as negative energy. You have the opportunity with a positive light to impact not just your 
own well-being, but that of so many. 

Best wishes for a harvest of abundance! 
Thank you:   

To all who attended and contributed to the Soup/Sandwich event.   

Thankoffering Sunday: November 16th. 
Mission quilts will be on display beginning November 9th and available for purchase for $40 each. 

WELCA Christmas event: Tuesday, December 9th. Watch for details in the next Newsletter. 

2026 planning:    
The board will begin making plans for 2026 at our next meetings.  If you have suggestions you’d 
like to have considered and/or if you feel that you can step up to the position of being a work 
group chair, please contact us.  

Dates to Remember: 
WELCA Bd mtg.: Monday, November  3, 9:00 am 

Dinner at Your Door:  November 3-7 – Group 4 
December 1-5– Group 6 

Granite Falls Lutheran Church 

Cassie Schreier  

Admin Assistant 

reception@granitefallslutheran.com 

Valerie Santjer 

Parish Administrator 

  office@granitefallslueran.com 

Espresso Time! 
Women gathering around 

the coffee table for fellow-

ship and scripture.  

Please join us at the  

Church on the  

2nd and 4th Thursdays  

of the month at 2:30 pm. 

Saturday  

Men’s Breakfast  

at Hardee’s  

7:00 am  

Pastor Sarah Tadé 

Lead Administrative Pastor 

  PastorSarah@granitefallslutheran.com 

 

 www.granitefallslutheran.com 

350 9th Avenue 

Granite Falls, MN 56241 

Phone: 320-564-3746 

http://www.granite

