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Light at the End of the Tunnel 

Our family likes to bicycle, participating in group tours (MS TRAM), going for family rides, and enjoying 

getting places under our power. One of the most memorable cycling experiences for us was when Kurt, 

Joyce and I bicycled the Elroy to Sparta Rail-to-Trail in Wisconsin. Scattered along the old railroad line in 

Coulee Country are four tunnels that range in length from a short quarter mile to the longest one: 3,810 feet 

long, almost ¾ of a mile. At each end are big doors, left over from when the trains used them, to keep ani-

mals and elements out. When you enter each tunnel, you move from the bright sunshine and warmth of the 

summer, to the cool, damp darkness of the rail tunnel. You enter the blackness with your flashlight or head-

lamp on and push your bike, careful not to trip or run into anything or anyone. Way down, far ahead, espe-

cially on the longest, Tunnel 3, you might see a little pinhole shaft of light at the end of 

the tunnel—but it’s pretty black except for your little flashlight. Slowly, as you get clos-

er, the light at the end of the tunnel grows; very slowly at first, then more quickly, it 

grows until you sense you will be there any minute. Suddenly, you burst out into the 

light and warmth and you turn off your flashlight and get back on your bikes (Joyce and 

I rented a tandem that day!). More paths and scenery lie ahead. 

I can’t help but think how we are in the tunnel right now with our community and church as we live with 

Covid19. I believe that we are still in the tunnel, and it’s dark, and we’ve been in it awhile. And I believe 

that we’ve got to walk through it, together. It’s hard to see where we are going except for a few feet ahead, 

or days ahead. It’s hard to see beyond our own little cone of light coming from our flashlight, or our own 

home, or local infection rate. And the light at the end of the tunnel seems so small, in the midst of our total 

blackness. The light at the end of the tunnel is what draws and motivates us. The light at the end of the tun-

nel is what we focus on and keep moving toward. For many of us that light is a vaccine for Covid19. For 

some of us that light is a resumption of “normal life.” But for us at Granite Falls Lutheran Church, Jesus 

Christ is the light at the end of the tunnel, the goal in the midst of this darkness, the endpoint of our lives 

together in Christ. Incredible light and warmth. 

And so let us walk together, holding our lights, drawn by the light at the end of the tunnel: Jesus Christ. It is 

no coincidence that he is “the Light of the World” in John’s Gospel. I have stressed over and over again with 

many of you that you are not alone in that tunnel, even if you are socially distanced. We are here with you 

and for you. Let us bring the light of Christ into your home, let us bring Holy Communion into your home, 

as the days grow shorter and the nights longer. Let us guard and guide each other through this tunnel, into 

the light of Christ. Christmas is a season of light, for people of light. 

Finally, Joyce and I want to express a Merry and Holy Christmas to you all. You have taken us into your 

community, your homes, and your hearts. You have called me to be your pastor, something I value greatly 

and take to heart. Every time I enter your home, I become that much more your pastor, and this place be-

comes that much more a home to Joyce and I. Your care and concern were very much evident during my 

dad’s death. We have come under unusual and difficult circumstances, but we have nonetheless come under 

the care and calling of God through Granite Falls Lutheran Church, and for this we are grateful to you. 

May God Bless Your Christmas with the Real Presence of Jesus Christ!     Pastor Mark & Joyce 
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May the peace and hope of  
  Christ’s birth be with you    
 now and in the days ahead… 

Worship in December

Come let us worship together as we sing praises to our God and grow in faith together.

Online Worship Services 

Worship services will continue to be livestreamed on the 

GFLC Facebook page.  

If you are unable to tune in live, the services will be posted to 

Facebook and YouTube after being streamed.  

Our services also continue to be broadcast on KDMA 

Radio (93.9 FM & 1460 AM) on Sunday mornings at 

7:40 AM  as well as on the local cable channel 8 on 

Sundays at 7:00 PM.  

GFLC Facebook Page:  
https://www.facebook.com/GFLCGFMN/ 

GFLC YouTube Channel: 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/gflcMNelca/feed 

In-person Worship 
When possible GFLC will have in-person 

worship services. 

Please watch our website and/or Face-
book page for weekly updates. 

Sundays at 9:00 am  -  11:00 am & 
Wednesdays at 9:30 am 

*Masks are required  *Social distancing  *Limited 

seating per service  *Temperature checks  
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Our Evolving Confirmation Program 

What started as an ambitious plan to have a large-group style, discussion-based confirmation program 

evolved into a graded, small-group style program, and has since evolved once again to 

a digitally-based, distance-learning style we call "Zoomfirmation." As Pastors, every time 

we make plans for one thing, circumstances changed; probably many students and par-

ents have felt the same way at school. This has been difficult for all of us, including 

parents, and Pastor Paul and I want to thank you parents for following through on 

your baptismal vows and making sure your students are engaged to the best of your ability. It is even bet-

ter when we see you on-line with them "in class." We are committed to a confirmation education AND 

relationship with us and each other, no matter our public health circumstances and limitations. At this 

point in time, we are conducting classes on-line as "Zoomfirmation," shooting for the FIRST and THIRD 

Wednesdays of the month at 7:30pm. Because of the halting start we experienced this fall, and the ex-

pectation that we will probably be using a distance model through the winter, "Zoomfirmation" will be 

held on December 2 and 16, and January 6 and 20. We have learned to not make solid plans much far-

ther out than that, but may continue into Lent in order to get the number of lessons we have planned 

completed. Because of our difficult scheduling this fall and winter, we have not been able to offer regular 

service project opportunities, but may consider an outside "project day" sometime in the spring in order 

to take care of our service project hours in one experience. Once again, a huge "thank you" to parents 

and students who have stayed engaged during these difficult times; God will bless you for your efforts!        

Pastor M 

Christmas Eve Kits 

Given the severity of COVID-19 cases in our area, many (if not all) of 

us won’t be able to worship together for our Christmas Eve services. 

So, we are putting together Christmas kits to make Christmas Eve a 

little more interactive! These kits will contain a variety of items to 

help make the Christmas Eve services feel special. During the ser-

vice we’re going to have a few different times where we pull items 

out of these kits to use in your household. It’s not mandatory to 

pick one up for Christmas Eve, but it would be cooler if you did.  

We will let you know when to pick them up and how many we will have available. 
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Pastor Paul’s Annual Reflection 
  

 Grace and Peace from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, amen. It’s been a rather eventful year, both for 
us as a congregation, and for myself. Here are a few things I’ve learned over the past year.  

 1. The folks of Granite Falls Lutheran Church are very generous 
 When I moved here last October, there was a group of 20-30 people who welcomed me. They moved me 
into my new rental place in record time, and made it the easiest move of my life. I was somewhat dreading un-
loading all my stuff, as I had spent the whole morning loading the truck on my own (including my 135 pound 
peloton bike). The hospitality I received immediately truly warmed my heart and also saved my back.  

 I think of another time, when my car broke down along 212 in Stewart on the way back from the cities. 
In a panic (it was Saturday) I called Val, who reached out to Kathy and Barry Anderson. Not only did they drive 
the hour plus to come get me and bring me home, Barry and I drove out the next morning to bring back my poor 
Subaru. I figure I probably could have made a friend at the nearby bar, but I’m quite glad I didn’t have to!  

 There are many other small acts of generosity I’ve experienced in my time here, from the gift of grocery 
shopping while I was quarantined, to fresh produce, to honey, to many recommendations about where to go to 
buy what. I’m incredibly thankful for everyone’s generosity, it has made my move from South Minneapolis to 
rural Minnesota much less jarring.  

 2. The COVID-19 pandemic has forced me to learn more about disease prevention than I ever 
wanted to know 

 I don’t mean to list this as a complaint, it’s not. However, I never quite expected to spend so much time 
on the Minnesota Department of Health’s (website when I graduated seminary). I didn’t learn about aerosol v. 
droplet spread, or the relative quanta singing puts out compared to speaking, or the efficacy of different mask 
fabrics. The last nine months have been a crash course that none of us asked for. However, I care deeply about all 
of you, and learning about disease prevention is important. I have to thank all the folks who have advised Pastor 
Manning and myself along the way, and I want to give a special thanks to the council for wrestling with these real-
ly difficult decisions that have no easy answer. I’m glad I’m not doing this alone.  

 3. Technology is lovely and spiteful  
 Need I say more? Sometimes it works, sometimes it don’t.  

 4. It is easier to be a co-pastor than to be a solo pastor 
 This is also somewhat obvious, but having Pastor Manning here has been a boon for me. It’s allowed me 
to take breathers from time to time, and actually to take time off. For example, between January 2020 and May 
2020 I took one day off. My first Sunday off of 2020 came on August 30th. Some of this is related to the COVID
-19 pandemic, but much of it is due to being a solo pastor in a church set up for two pastors. It’s been a benefit 
to have a more experienced pastor around, and to be able to use the vacation days I have. Thanks, Pastor Mark! 

 5. It is a blessing to care for the sick and dying 
 By far, my most meaningful moments as a pastor have been around caring for sick and dying members. 
It’s a thin space, where the presence of God is more closely felt. I feel God at work in those hushed conversa-
tions around a hospital bed, or those hard decisions about what care to provide. I am honored when I can walk 
with a family in the grieving process. It’s not something that I look forward to, as these events are emotionally 
and physically draining, but they are certainly holy. At the most basic level, I became a pastor to serve people, and 
providing solace in a moment of darkness is the best service I can give.  

 I give thanks for this loving and compassionate congregation. Thank you for your generosity. Thank you 
for your willingness to let me experiment. I look forward to seeing what God can do through us!  
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Granite Falls Lutheran Church 
Semi-Annual Meeting Minutes 

November 22, 2020 
 

President Chad Friese opened the Fall Semi-Annual Meeting at 10:00 am on November 22, 2020.  The meeting 
was conducted on Facebook Live due to the Covid 19 pandemic.  (On May 12, 2020 the Council approved the 
continuing resolution language to allow the meeting to be held electronically and by phone.)  The meeting agen-
da, 2021 budget and a letter from Pastor Mark Manning had been made available in advance on email and by 
paper copy in the east entry way of the church.  A quorum of members was present: in person (church council 
members) and on Facebook Live.  

Pastor Mark Manning began the meeting with prayer. 

Chad read the written resolution from the church Council to extend a permanent call to Pastor Paul Drees.  
Chad opened the voting on the call for Pastor Paul.  Voting commenced on Facebook Live, by email and by 
phone.  

Pastor Paul and Pastor Mark each gave brief reports including Covid updates and thanks to the congregation 
members for their understanding and for their financial support for the church during these times. 

Chad answered two phone-in questions concerning the call process for Pastor Paul. 

Because a previous resolution had not been made, a motion was made by Shawnn Martin, seconded by Tim 
Opdahl to present the 2021 budget to the congregation for approval. 

Shawnn Martin gave a financial report. Shawnn thanked the congregation for their financial support during 
Covid.  He reviewed the current budget balances. He mentioned the Payroll Protection Plan (PPP) loan of 
$64,100 from the SBA and the CARES Act grant of $14,581.88 from Yellow Medicine County.  Paperwork has 
begun for forgiveness of the PPP loan.  The congregation has recently received two bequests, one for $50,000 
and one for $59,000.  It has also completed and paid for the bell tower repair.  (Thanks to the Endowment 
Committee for their gift of $22,500 for this project.)  Shawnn presented the 2021 budget which had been dis-
tributed on-line and in paper copies.   

Chad opened the discussion period on the budget and then proceeded to the vote.  Again votes were cast on Fa-
cebook Live, by email and by phone. 

Chad announced the results of the vote to extend a permanent call to Pastor Paul Drees.  Yes-90 votes; No-10 
votes.     

President’s Report – Chad thanked the council for their work during the Covid pandemic.  The ultimate goal is 
the safety of congregational members.  By-law revisions will wait until the spring semi-annual meeting to allow 
for the proper timing for any proposed changes to be presented. 

Pastor Mark and Pastor Paul sang several hymns while waiting for the budget vote to conclude. 

Chad announced the votes for the 2021 budget.  Yes-85 votes; No-2 votes.   

Pastor Paul gave the closing benediction. 

Chad Friese adjourned the meeting.   

 
Respectfully submitted, Pat Kubly, Secretary 

Year End contribution  

deadline is Thursday,  

December 31st, at NOON. 
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Updated information? 
Do you have a new address, a new phone number, e-mail, or have you switched to using only a 
cell phone and your land-line is no longer in use? We are in need of your updated information. 
If you have had a change, or are not receiving any email messages, please contact the church of-
fice so that we may better stay in contact with you!  

The Stewardship See-Saw 

“When you have eaten and are full—then beware, lest you forget the LORD.” Deuteronomy 6.11-12 
 

Moses is giving his great speech to the Israelites just as they are preparing to enter the Promised Land—“a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” But then he warns them. The blessing can become a curse; prosperous lives and 
full stomachs can make us sleepy. 

I think about this from time to time. I remember looking back, trying to convince our kids that we were “rich.” It 
was a hard sell. They thought of all they wanted, and the many, many more things their friends possessed. And 
when things got a little tight, I acted like I was money-poor too, even when I was surrounded by many, many 
good things. As Joyce and I made this move and sorted through past files (how many years to keep all that 
stuff?), I came across my early Letters of Call, with my contract provisions. I truly am rich in every way now, com-
pared to where I started. I guess I’ve gotten sleepy. 

A 2009 Gallup Poll surveyed adults in more than 100 countries and asked, “Is religion an important part of your 
daily life?” Participants could respond “Yes” or “No.” Then they researched each country’s per-capita income 
levels. Here’s what they found: 
 

Gallup Question: “Is Religion an important of your daily life?” 

Per-Capita Income  Yes  No 

$0-$2,000   95%  5% 

$2,000-$5,000  92%  7% 

$5,000-$12,500  82%  17% 

$12,501-$25,000  70%  28% 

$25,001+   47%  52% 

Generally speaking, the more affluent a country is, the less religious its citizens are. 
 

Now, the goal of stewardship is a living relationship with God in Jesus Christ through our things and gifts and 
abilities. But why would God bless us with so much if it would only lead us away from Jesus Christ? It seems as if 
our lives are a “see-saw” between too many riches and too little faith, and too little riches and lots of (too 
much?) faith. It seems as if God’s gifts, in our sinful hands, become our doomed downfall. What is happening; 
and why? 

The key is in understanding that God doesn’t bless us in order to cloud our relationship with Him—to “see-saw” 
our lives between riches and faith--but to clarify our relationship with Him. When we truly see how much, how 
“rich”—or even what little—we have, we begin to see who gives it; and when we see who gives it, we want to 
be closer and more thankful to the Giver. So our first task is to “wake up” from our sleep, and see the one who 
gives us everything, every day, in our “daily bread.” 

During this season of giving and receiving remember this one thing: you already have the gift of Jesus and the 
gift of Eternal Life. You are rich! What more do you need? Maybe not much more stuff. What can you give? Any-
thing from your riches! May God Bless You with the Richness of Open Eyes.  
 

Pastor M 
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Want to Sign Up for Electronic Giving? 

Check out the Granite Falls Lutheran Website. 

(www.granitefallslutheran.com) On the home page 

you will see a link titled “Give Online” towards the 

upper right part of your screen. From there you will 

be able to complete the easy sign-up. This is a sim-

ple way to pre-arrange offerings to the church.  

 

Direct link to simply giving sign up: click here 

Use this QR code 
to give an online 

donation. 

A Time to Listen then Speak 

"The LORD called Samuel a third time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 'Here I am; 

you called me.' Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, 'Go and 

lie down, and if he calls you, say, Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' So Samuel went 

and lay down in his place."   1 Samuel 3.8-9 

This fall has been a difficult one to conduct "normal" ministry, and as we approach Advent and Christmas, our growing 

public health circumstance seems to be making it even more difficult. For all of us, this will not be a "normal" Christ-

mas. However, at Granite Falls Lutheran Church we are committed to Preaching, Teaching and Administering the Sac-

raments, despite everything else. To meet these goals we are conducting worship on-line over Facebook, YouTube and 

cable TV, as well as in-person when local public health circumstances permit. We are Teaching through a short, weekly 

on-line email devotional; anyone who desires to receive this can contact the church office. It generally comes out on 

Wednesday, and is keyed to one of the upcoming Sunday preaching texts. Pastor Paul and I are trying to think up new 

ways of meeting this Teaching goal, using any means possible. We cannot wait until we can gather with you in-person 

once again. Finally, administering the sacrament of Holy Communion is extremely important to us, as it is to you, espe-

cially in this Holy Season. We will probably not be able to have Holy Communion in church on Christmas Eve, which 

greatly saddens me. But we are committed to making sure that you have the opportunity to receive Holy Communion 

during this Advent and Christmas season. 

So in order to do this we need your help: please call the church office and we will come to your house to bring you 

communion. We might not be able to come in, but we can bring it and arrange for a time to call you, talk and visit, and 

make sure you have bread and wine, and Christ's body and blood, and hear those words "Given and shed for you" (even 

if only over the phone). But like the servant Samuel, we need to hear your voices! Call us at church and let us know, 

and we will make arrangements. We need to hear your voices! You won't be "bothering" us, you will be helping us to 

be God's Servants. We need to hear your voices! It's a different way of doing things, but these times demand that we do 

things differently. We need to hear your voices, so that we can come to speak God’s promises through words AND 

wine and bread.  

Pastor M 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRiIeDK6-gTk2jwJ9XUlhbKws4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouVz038pN3-t0u_gJRH7qNoA=&ver=3
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Funerals: 
Ken Madsen - November 14th  

Deaths 

Darlene Ulmer - November 9th 

Lucille Pray - November  23rd 

Diane Brandt - November 27th  

November Ministerial Acts 

Noon: Year 

End Giving 

Deadline 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

Online  

Worship 

4:00pm 

6:30pm Property 

Comm Mtg 

6:30pm Education 

Comm Mtg 

6:30pm Worship & 

Music Mtg 

6:30pm Outreach 

Comm Mtg 

7:30pm Council Mtg 
      via ZOOM 
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1 David Dahl 10 Renae Hamre 22 Timothy Opdahl 

1 Kathleen Hendrickson 10 Taylor Wieland 23 Kristin Foy 

1 Rebecca Lewison 12 Rita Christianson 23 Leona Aeikens 

2 Hunter Gullickson 12 William Stark 23 Pearl Trotter 

2 Merald Buchholz 14 Pete Frahm 23 Tenley Anderson 

2 Roger Nielsen 14 Roger Hamre 23 Vivian Minsaas 

2 Sharon Sannerud 15 Julie Bredeson 24 Grace Stuhr 

2 Sue Tollefson 16 Robbin Bendel 24 Kurt Johnson 

3 Lorraine Tebben 16 Scott Heglund 25 Geraldine Enstad 

3 Megan Timm 17 Sue Bones 26 Jeffrey Williams 

3 Peter Linden 18 Dawn Petersen 26 Jodi Peterson 

4 Caleb Jans 18 Michael Schaffran 27 Velma Olson 

4 Cora Erickson 19 Barry Peterson 28 Joan Lundell 

4 Karen Haroldson 19 Brian Waller 28 Josie Pederson 

4 Mattea Hempel 19 Jada Erickson 28 Maddox Anderson 

5 Angela Midthun 19 Mariah Norell 29 Angela Paulson 

5 Darlene Erickson 20 Angela Winter 29 Terri Dinesen 

5 Joanelle Sannerud 20 Kylah Ims 29 Terry Lecy 

6 Joshua DeKam 20 Michael Richter 30 Austin Thorstad 

6 Laney Santjer 20 Sylvia Skjefte. 30 Betty Opdahl 

6 Lois Roth 20 Vanessa Ochoa 30 Ian Zempel 

7 Kathy Anderson 21 Amelia Johnson 30 Julia Knudson 

7 Tara Mickels 21 Brianna Hempel 30 Maureen Aakre 

7 Wanda Josephson 21 Eldon Nordang 30 Tony Paulson 

8 Donald Lecy 21 Lynn Ullrich 31 Bennett Rolla 

8 Etta Mensink 21 Noel Eggebraaten 31 Brenda Lantz 

8 Ronald Lecy 21 Patrick Ohliger 31 Jodi Petersen 

8 Sophia Poff 22 Alyssa Hamann 31 Kyle TeBeest 

9 Saralee Kietzmann 22 Brooke Olson 31 Mason DeKam 

10 Doreen Miller 22 Gretchen Opdahl 31 Teagan Balfany 

10 Rebecca Hamre     
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Monthly Community Dinner 

The monthly community meals are  
cancelled until further notice due 

to Covid-19. 

Granite Falls Lutheran Church 

350 9th Avenue 

Granite Falls, MN 56241 
 

 www.granitefallslutheran.com 
 

Phone: 320-564-3746 Emily Peterson 
Admin Assistant 

reception@granitefallslutheran.com 

Mark Manning 

Lead Pastor 

  pastormark@granitefallslutheran.com 

Paul Drees 

Associate Pastor 

pastorpaul@granitefallslutheran.com 

Valerie Santjer 

Parish Administrator 

  office@granitefallslutheran.com Joe Rohlik 

Custodian   

WELCA 

“For a child has been born for us, a son has been given to us; authority rests up-
on his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be 
endless peace.” Isaiah 9:6-7a 
  

‘Rising from the ashes’ is an update on quilts and kits caught in the Beirut explosion of August 4 from the 
LWR newsletter, Faith in Action.   “The four containers loaded with quilts and kits were found to be safe and 
have been distributed to 24,000 neighbors in Beirut and across the country of Lebanon.  From the ashes of 
this crisis rises a beautiful ray of hope; your love, intact and powerful, in just the right place, at just the right 
time.”  
 

Members of the stewardship committee extend a thank you for the many donations of time and materials to 
complete quilts and lap robes plus sewing kits, wheel chair bags, health care kits and child care kits which 
have been distributed to, Avera Health, Turnabout, YMC Family Services, Food Shelf, GFLC graduates, LWR 
and local families with emergency needs.  
 

The 2021 WELCA calendar books will be available at church and, like last year, we will not put names on 
them or deliver them. 
 

In verse 7 Isaiah foretold God’s promise for a Savior whose authority would continue to grow and that there 
would be endless peace.  Now, during Advent and Christmas, may God continue to guide us as we work and 
pray for peace in our families, communities, country and world.  
 

God’s peace be with you, 
Kathy Hendrickson 

Sunday School 

Classes  

are cancelled until 

further notice. 

Poinsettia Plant Sales 
$15 each  

You can order Poinsettias as a memorial, in 

honor of, for a gift, or just for yourself!    

Available in Red, White or Specialty. 

Order forms are available in 

the east entry.  

Deadline for orders is  

 

http://www.granite

