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First Sunday of Advent 
Granite Falls Lutheran Church 

November 27, 2022 
9:00 am 

“Love through Christ, Live to Serve, Learn to Give” 

Welcome visitors and friends. Prayer request cards and visitor cards can 
be found in the pews. If you have a prayer request or if you are a visitor you 
are welcome to fill out a card and place in the offering box for the pastors.  

 

Large Print Bulletins and Earphones (which amplify the sound system) 
are available from the ushers. Please pick these up in the narthex. 

 

 
  

Welcome & Announcements 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
L: Today is the first Sunday of Advent……….. We light this 

candle today to remind us that he is our hope and the hope of 
the world.  We thank God for the promises he has made to us 
and for the light he has brought into the world. 

The first candle is lit 

L: Let us pray,  
C: O God of Hope, Emmanuel, God with Us – we pray for you 

to send your light into our hearts at this time. Help us to be 
ready for the day and the hour of Christ's final appearing.  
Live in us and help us to live in you.  By the power of the 
Holy Spirit, transform us so that our worship, our 
celebration, our time of preparation, may be pleasing unto 
you - both now - and forevermore.  Amen 

 

Advent Hymn   “A Candle is Burning”   (Tune of Away in a Manger #277) 
 

A Candle is burning, a flame warm and bright, 
a candle of hope in December's dark night. 
While angels sing blessing from heaven's starry sky, 
our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh. 

 

Baptism  Alaric Joaquin Weckwerth-Pineda           pg. 227 
 

Baptism Hymn   “Jesus Loves Me!”    #595 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 

people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us 
the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

P: Most merciful God,    
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 
in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 
 

*Greeting  
P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 

*Kyrie and Glory to God          (sung)     pg. 147-149 
 

*Prayer of the Day 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
C: By your merciful protection save us from the threatening 

dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 
your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain of the LORD's house shall 
be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised 
above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall 



3 

 

come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to 
the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that 
we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation 
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 

L: Here ends the lesson. C:  Thanks be to God 
 

Responsive Psalm Psalm 122 
L: 1I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of 

the LORD!" 
C: 2Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
L: 3Jerusalem built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
C: 4To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, as was 

decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the 
LORD. 

L: 5For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of 
the house of David. 

C: 6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: "May they prosper who 
love you. 

L: 7Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers." 

C: 8For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, "Peace 
be within you."9For the sake of the house of the LORD our 
God, I will seek your good. 

 

Second Lesson  Romans 13:11-14 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

L: Here ends the lesson C:   Thanks be to God 
 

*Gospel Acclamation  (sung)   “Alleluia” pg. 151  
 

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord 
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*Gospel  Matthew 24:36-44 
36But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one 
will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 
and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message         
 

Sermon 
 

Hymn of the Day   "Prepare the Royal Highway”      #264 
  

*Prayers of the Church      (sung response #616 ELW) 
P: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray 

for a world that yearns for new hope.  God of all, your children 
everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to 
the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture 
and custom and unite people of all faiths in your redemptive 
and healing work. God, in your mercy, 

C: Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.  
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

P: …….(after each petition.)…. God, in your mercy, 
C: Jesus, remember me,….. come into your kingdom. 
P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 

branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to 
this wonder. You have put on ☩ Christ, and your sins have 
been washed away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 
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Offering:          "We Are Waiting for Jesus”        ACS #905 
 

Offering Prayer 
Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of 
water to thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of time, 
resources, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy 
and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this 
through Christ our Savior. Amen 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

*Benediction 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on 

you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor 
and ☩ give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 

*Closing Hymn "Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” vs 1,3,4     #244 
 

*Sending 
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

We welcome Alaric Joaquin Weckwerth-Pineda into the family of 
Granite Falls Lutheran Church. Alaric’s parents are Eric & Justine 
Weckwerth-Pineda. Alaric’s Baptismal sponsors are Amanda & Quinn 
Zwetzig, Paige Kvendru & Austin Kosen.  

 
 
 

Worship Participants 
 

Ministers All of us gathered to worship 
Interim Pastor Deborah Nissen 
Interim Pastor Joyce Capp 
Organ/Piano Lynn Ullrich 
Reader   Darlene Santjer 
Acolyte Aubree Enstad, Sarana West 
Advent Candle  Enstad Family 
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News & Announcements 
 

Today, after worship is Christmas Decorating! On this first Sunday of 
Advent, please plan to stay after worship and help decorate the church 
for the Advent/Christmas season! 
 

The annual WELCA Christmas dinner will be held on December 1st, 
at 11:30am. To help with the planning for this, please sign up on the 
sheet on the table in the narthex by Monday, Nov. 28th. 

 

**Reminder to Sunday School Parents: Rehearsal for the Sunday 
School Christmas Program will be on December 4th, after church. 

10:00 - 10:30 am for Children’s Church 
10:00 - 11:30 am for 2nd thru 5th grades 
 

Sign up for a shift to ring the bell for the Salvation Army.  
Monday, December 12, 10:00am – 2:00pm, at Almich’s. Sign-up sheet 
is on the table in the narthex. 
 

The Giving Tree is in the narthex. Donations of warm items can be 
added to the tree: Hats, mittens, gloves, scarves. Donations will be 
shared with individuals seeking winter necessities. 
 
After worship on Sunday, December 11th, Dialog Works will 
summarize its research and present its findings and recommend the next 
steps for the congregation. This will include information gathered from 
their review of documents, interviews with congregation leaders, former 
pastors, Let's Talk groups, and Confidential Questionnaires. Time will be 
set aside for questions and discussion. This information and their 
recommendations will be considered as the congregation and leaders 
look ahead and plan for the future. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

Calendar this week 
 

Monday -   1:00 pm Staff Meeting 
Tuesday -  
Wednesday -   7:00 pm Choir Practice 
  7:00 pm Confirmation (7th-9th) 
Thursday -    11:30 am WELCA Christmas Dinner 
Friday –    
Saturday  7:00 am Men’s Bible Study 
Sunday -   9:00 am  Worship service with FB live 
  10:00 am Sunday School Program Practice 
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“Jesus Loves Me”     #595 
 
Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so! Little ones to him 
belong: they are weak, but he is strong. 
 
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
The Bible tells me so. 
 
Jesus loves me, he who died heaven’s gate to open wide; he will wash 
away my sin, let his little child come in. Refrain 
 
Jesus loves me! He will stay close beside me all the way; when at last I 
come to die, he will take me home on high. Refrain 
 
Prepare the Royal Highway    #264 
 
Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near! Let every hill and 
valley a level road appear! Then greet the King of glory, foretold in 
sacred story: 
Refrain: 
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God’s word! 
 
God’s people, see him coming: your own eternal king! Palm branches 
strew before him!  Spread garments! Shout and sing! God’s promise 
will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain 
 

Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king! Your king, 
yet every nation its tribute too may bring. All lands will bow before 
him; their voices join your singing: Refrain 
 

His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heaven above. His rule is 
peace and freedom and justice, truth and love. So let your praise be 
sounding for kindness so abounding: Refrain 
 

We Are Waiting for Jesus    #905 
 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. We are waiting for Jesus; 
Jesus brings peace. Sun of justice, shine upon us; we are trusting in 
your promise. We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
 

We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. We are waiting for Jesus; 
Jesus brings peace. Loving Shepherd, walk beside us; stir our hearts, 
and gently guide us. We are waiting for Jesus; Jesus brings peace. 
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Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers    #244 
 
Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; the evening is 
advancing, and darker night is near. The bridegroom is arising and 
soon is drawing nigh. Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight 
comes the cry. 
 
The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff’rings bore, shall 
live and reign forever when sorrow is no more.  Around the throne of 
glory the Lamb they shall behold; in triumph cast before him their 
diadems of gold. 
 
Our hope and expectations, O Jesus, now appear; arise, O Sun so 
longed for, o’er this benighted sphere. With hearts and hands uplifted, 
we plead, O Lord, to see the day of earth’s redemption that sets your 
people free! 
 


