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Welcome to Spring! 
 Welcome to Spring; and so much more! With some luck you will receive this by April 1 so 
that you can mark events on your calendar for this month. With better weather and better public 
health circumstances, we can look forward to much more in our faith lives: 

 Holy Week began on Palm Sunday. And continues with Maundy Thursday Worship service 

at 7pm, and Good Friday Worship service at 7pm. Easter Worship will be on Sunday, April 4, 

at 7:30am, 9am and 11am. IMPORTANT: sign up for one of these worship services in ad-
vance through the church office; seating will be limited due to social distancing. If you have a 

larger family group please consider attending the 7:30am or 11am worship so you will be able 
to comfortably be seated together. Remember: masks and social distancing requirements are 

still in effect! 

 Our Spring Semi-Annual Meeting will be held between worship services on Sunday April 18, 

starting approximately 10am. Important items on the agenda include proposed changes to the 
constitution and by-laws, and congregational elections. IMPORTANT: this congregational 
meeting will have both an in-person and on-line component so that anyone who wants to par-

ticipate safely may do so. Again, masks and social distancing requirements are still in effect for 
in-person attendees. 

 Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) for our Tenth Grade Class will be held at the 11am 

worship service on Sunday, April 25. We encourage you to attend this service—not avoid it—in 

order to see these young people, whom you have seen grow up in this church, take this im-
portant step in their faith lives. We invite their families from near and far, and their confirma-

tion mentors, to join together in this congregational blessing of their commitment to live in 
their faith. Again, masks and social distancing requirements are still in effect for in-person at-
tendees. 

 Finally, looking ahead and planning, we will have our 75th (plus 1) Anniversary Year celebra-

tion kicking off on Sunday, May 16. This is just the beginning of months of activities planned to 

help us remember where we came from, who we are now, and where God is sending us. The 
May 16 worship will be a remembrance of the worship we shared 25 years ago at the 50th An-

niversary, and kick off events that will need your time and talent, but most of all your presence. 
Keep your eyes and ears open for announcements from the 75th Anniversary regarding these 

upcoming events!   

Granite Falls Lutheran News 

April 2021 



Page 2  

 

Worship in April

Come let us worship together as we sing praises to our God and grow in faith together.

Online Worship Services 

Worship services will continue to be livestreamed on the 

GFLC Facebook page.  

If you are unable to tune in live, the services will be posted to 

Facebook and YouTube after being streamed.  

The full service is also aired on the local cable  
channel 8 on Sundays at 7:00 PM.  

We also continue have a radio broadcast on KDMA Radio 

(93.9 FM & 1460 AM) on Sunday mornings at 7:40 AM   

 

GFLC Facebook Page:  

https://www.facebook.com/GFLCGFMN/ 

GFLC YouTube Channel: 
 https://www.youtube.com/user/gflcMNelca/feed 

Baptisms: 
 Georgianna Gill  - March 7 

Campbell TeBeest - March 14 

March Ministerial Acts 
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Sponsoring a Seminary Student! 

The Outreach Committee has been sponsoring Mollie Varpness, a first year 

Luther Seminary Student. As a part of this sponsorship, we will be having a 

noisy offering on April 18th for Mollie’s benefit. Seminary can be expen-

sive, mainly because being a full time student doesn’t leave a lot of time to 

work! Look to our Facebook page for more information on Mollie, we will 

be posting more about her in the next few weeks.  

Stewardship of Time: The Eternal “Bucket List” 
 A few years ago, for my Father’s Day gift, my wife and oldest daughter 
(almost) surprised me with tickets to see The Doobie Brothers and (best of all) 
Steely Dan in concert. They knew it was part of my “bucket list;” that list of 
things I want to do before I die. Also on that list is to drive the Nurburgring 
and Le Mans auto race circuits in Europe with my son Erik. I’d like to go bird 
watching in California and the Baja. Maybe bicycle in Europe with Joyce (not sure 
if that’s on her list). 

 We live in a world most Americans do with a lot of “stuff”: if I had only 
been smart enough to invest in building storage units 20 years ago, I would be 
rich!! We are truly blessed with many things. However, there is one thing we    
really can’t create more of: time. We all face this scarcity, no matter what our 
standard of living is. In underdeveloped countries, scarcity is the trek to the 
next village for clean water. In our country, the scarcity is sitting in traffic 
during a commute to work, or a “hurry-up-and-wait” attitude when we impatiently 
wait for the next item in our personal agenda. It can seem like we are rushing to 
meet our “bucket list” before we run out of time and die; no matter what our 
age. Hurry. 

 We have a biblical command to be content, though: “Therefore, preparing 
your minds for action, and being sober-minded, set your hope fully on the grace 
that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Peter 1.13) In 
the Garden of Eden there was no scarcity—not even of time. In our fallen world 
there is scarcity—especially of time. It is limited; we are limited. And our re-
sponse is often to hoard time, like gold, for ourselves. Our response is to 
clutch at it, even while it slips like sand through our fingers. (Cue up the Cat 
Stevens song “Cat’s in the Cradle).” 

 But our calling is to live in God’s Garden of Eden, and the only way to do 
that is to live contently with what God gives us, so that we can share and give 
from what God continually gives us. Our time is limited, but what we do with it is 
in so many ways unlimited. When we give and share our time through volunteering 
through our church, we can see what we richly have and so generously share. 
GFLC doesn’t take your time, it gives you time. GFLC doesn’t require your duty, 
but it gives you contentment. And God gives you time—every day is a gift—so 
that you may have and be a gift to all around you. Stewardship is more than mon-
ey: it is being content in using God’s time. 
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GFLC...75 Years And Counting! Part 3: The North Church 
 Last month we saw how cultural changes and religious changes in immigrant churches led to the split of 

the more traditional Norwegian Church away from the United Church, to form the “South Church” (First Lu-
theran Church), at the present church site. This month we begin a two-part series on the “The North Church,” or 
United Church. 

 The history of the United Church spans from 1893 to 1945, a time of great change in the country and in 

this area. We can break it into two periods: the time leading up to the end of the Great War, and the period end-
ing World War II. It is helpful in understanding the early period to remember a few things: in a primarily agri-
cultural area, cash was scarce because money and credit depended on the yearly harvest; the older immigrants 

and their younger families still conducted much of their family and church life in their native tongue 
(Norwegian); and the rivalries and suspicions which led to the church split still lived on long after the fracture. 

 During the early part of the North Church, cash was constantly scarce, leading to repeatedly coming up 
short in paying the pastor. As in their own lives the church had to live on what little they had, and the good will 
of their creditors (or the good will of the pastor). For instance, in 1895, the church owed the pastor $230 in pay 

(not a small sum back then). To handle finances, congregations resorted to pledges, where a family would 
pledge to give so much to the church each year. Later, families were “assessed” a suggested amount. A weekly 
worship offering did not begin until 1925. 

 Also, in 1896, the matter of the pastors conducting some services in English was brought up. In 1899 

families bought English hymnals. It took time, and the switch did not fully happen until sometime later in 1918. 

 Regarding their relationship with other United Churches, and with the South Church, there was much 
talk but little action. Repeatedly in 1908, 1919, 1929, 1931 and 1940, the issue of alignment with other church-
es, first Bergen Lutheran, then First Lutheran (the South Church) came up, gaining more support each time. 

 Three important positive developments occurred during this time. First, congregational finances began 

to stabilize and increase from $39 in pledges ($6 cash ) in 1895, to close to $2000 by 1915. Second, because of 
this, in 1911 the congregation was able to add a 20X30 foot addition to the church, and excavate and finish the 
basement, increasing space greatly. Third, brothers and pastors M.B. Erickson and O.J. Erickson began serving 

the congregation together for 34 years, from 1908 until 1942, providing much continuity in a changing time. 

 Next month we will finish our history of the North Church as it moves into a more modern, familiar 
America, and as it explores reuniting with the old Norwegian “South Church” known as First Lutheran. 

April 2021 

Children’s Church & Sunday School Schedule 
        (age 4 thru 1st Grade)                 (2nd thru 6th Grades) 

 April 11  Children’s Church - 9:00 am      

    Sunday School - 10:00 am   

 April 18  Children’s Church - 9:00 am  

     Sunday School - 10:00 am 

 April 25  Children’s Church - 9:00 am  

     Sunday School - 10:00 am 
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Why Candles? 
 

Recently I (Pastor Paul) was taking a group of new members on a 

tour of the church. We traipsed through the various corridors and 

stairwells, as I pointed out the various parts of the church, and the 

symbolism they represented. We spent a few minutes looking at the 

candles upon the altar, and the other candles in the sanctuary.  

  Many of our traditions in the Christian church date back to the necessities of the early 

church. For example, we use bread and wine for communion because that was the most common 

food and drink at the time of Jesus. If Jesus had come in the late 20th century, we might be cele-

brating communion with light beer and potato chips! The candles that sit on the altar come from a 

similar tradition. In the times before electricity, candles were not only decorative, they were a need-

ed source of light! It’s hard to imagine now in our world of constant electricity, but in a pre-electric 

world, candles were needed so the pastors and leaders in the church could see what they were do-

ing. There was no special theological distinction that led the early church to use candles, it was 

simply what was available (likely some communities used oil lamps, for whatever reason they didn’t 

quite catch on in Christian tradition).  

 So why do we use candles now? First, we generally enjoy tradition in the Christian faith. 

Tradition connects us back with those first followers of Jesus, nearly 2000 years ago. Those early 

followers of Jesus wouldn’t recognize our clothing, our cars, our buildings, but they would recognize 

the candles we use. (Sidenote: in function, our candles are effectively oil lamps that are shaped like 

candles. There’s an oil reservoir in the candle body, and a wick that feeds from that reservoir. This 

means we’re not constantly buying large candles and the candles stay at a uniform height). Second, 

we use candles because there is something appealing about open flames. Anyone who has sat 

around a campfire or a bonfire knows this. There’s something about an open flame (in a safe set-

ting) that appeals to us on a base human level. That’s why I burn a scented candle at my desk while 

I’m working, and part of the reason why candles remain so popular, despite being much more ex-

pensive and dimmer than an electric bulb. There is an ambiance that is set by candlelight that puts 

us in the mood (for worship!). 

 GFLC Spring Semi-Annual  

Congregational Meeting  

 

On Sunday, April 18th, the Spring Semi-Annual Meeting will be 

held in the sanctuary following the 9:00 am worship service. At 

this meeting, the 2020 Annual Report will be presented and up-

dates will be given on various ministries within the church.  
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GFLC Church Council Meeting Tuesday, March 9, 2021 

Present: Chad F., Larry T., Elaine H., Pat K ., Dave H., K arla B., K elly O., Pastor  Mark 

and Pastor Paul 

Opening: Meeting called to order; Prayer  by Pastor  Paul; Vision and Mission State-

ments read. Motion by Karla, second by Kelly to approve the agenda and February 9, 2021 minutes. 

Passed. 

Financial Business: Val pr inted the m onthly financial overview  in  advance. The check-

book balance as of 2/28/21 was $39,084.02. Motion by Kelly, seconded by Karla to approve the fi-

nancial report. Passed. Motion by Karla, second by Dave to authorize the purchase of a third table 

for the Gathering Room at the cost of approximately $750 from Undesignated Memorials (Fund 

#980). Passed. 

Committee Reports: (due to space considerations, committee reports can be obtained from the office or chairperson.) 

Church Council Business: 

1. Update from Pastor Mark and Pastor Paul. Reports sent in  advance.  

2. Church Services: Spring sem i-annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 18. Election of 

council and committee members as well as constitution and by-laws changes will be on the agen-

da. Pastor Mark will present information on the formation of an after-school program for grades 

K-3 or 4. He is working with a template from the Small Business Administration. The “75th Plus 

One” Anniversary is scheduled for May 16th. Karla said May 16 will be the kick-off event with 

events and activities scheduled until the end of November or early December. 

3. Policy and Other Updates: Four constitution and by-laws changes were approved at the 

Feb. 9 council meeting and were printed in the March newsletter. Since then revisions have been 

suggested to B6.06 Hillcrest Cemetery Board. Motion by Karla, second by Larry, to approve revi-

sions. Passed. Discussion followed on four additional constitutional and by-laws revisions and 

strike-outs. Motion by Elaine, seconded by Larry to approve revisions or strike-outs to 10.02 

(special congregational meetings). B6.02 (Youth and Education) and B9.03 (ceremonies /

membership in lodges, etc.). Passed. B1.04 (inactive members) also needs revision. It will be 

raised for discussion at the congregational meeting. A possible re-writing of the by-law was dis-

cussed and will be put forth as an example.                                                                                           

Custodial Update: A professional evaluation of Joe’s status will be available next week (delayed).  

A short meeting of the Executive Committee may be required to consider options based on the 

results.                                                                                                                                                         

Building Use Policy Review: The building use policy has been located. Updates to the wedding 

use policy still need to be made. 

4. Church Council Business/Old Business: Audit Com m ittee—audit packets have been sent 

out to the committee with a deadline date for completion of the audit included. Member Trans-

fers—none. Prairie Arts Chorale—they have requested Monday evening practice time at the 

church starting in May. The Executive Committee has discussed this and recommended approval 

as long as they are willing to follow the COVID policy we have in place at that time. 

Meeting Adjourned.  

Minutes submitted by Pat Kubly, and edited  for publication by Pastor M 

Next meeting: April 13, 2021 at 7:30pm 
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Scan this with your smartphone 

and get directed to the  

Granite Falls Lutheran Website! 

WELCA 

Late-Breaking News!  “He is the living God, and steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall 

not be destroyed, and His dominion shall endure to the end.  Daniel 6:26” 

For some of us, a certain amount of fear knocks at our hearts when we hear a newscaster say,  

“This just in…an item of late-breaking news.”  Most of us would rather not have late-breaking news 

because, whether of a positive or negative nature, such news interrupts our lives.  It upsets our 

carefully balanced apple cart.  The past year has brought us more than enough ‘late-breaking news’ 

but as David E. Lilienthan once noted, “The genius of America is its ability to make adjustments.  

We are adaptable, and because we are adaptable, we are strong.” There is strength when we allow 

ourselves to bend without breaking, to adjust without panic, and to make midcourse corrections 

without abandoning the hope of our final destination.  

Jesus called His disciples to “follow” Him, but He didn’t tell them exactly where He was going or 

what He would be doing on any given day. He continually adjusted His course to accommodate oth-

ers in need and challenges us to do the same. While circumstances and situations around us may 

forever change, our relationship with the Lord is sure and fixed. He is always our Savior, teacher 

redeemer, comforter, counselor, and rock of our souls! How important it is that we remember this 

when ‘Late-breaking news’ comes our way! 
Time With God.’                                                    ‘Tea Time With God’ p.130 

Highlights of the WELCA board meeting: 

Thank you to members who have made and will make the annual donation to help with mission 

contributions and local expenses. 

The next regular WELCA meeting will be planned for September. 

Payments made in March:  

Food Shelf - $100 

GL Ministries quilt auction - $250 

Reimbursement to GFL for donation mailings - $200 

$100 to purchase children’s jackets for Coats for Kids(to be given in the fall) 

Coming Events:  

Board meeting: April 12, 9:00 am 

Quilting: April 27-28, 9-12 (note time) Group 8 will share treats 
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Deadline 
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Want to Sign Up for  Electronic Giving? 

Go to the Granite Falls Lutheran Website. (www.granitefallslutheran.com) On the home 

page you will see a link titled “Give Online” towards the upper right part of your screen. 

From there you will be able to complete the easy sign-up. This is a simple way to pre-

arrange offerings to the church.  
 

Direct link to Simply Giving sign up:  

click here 

1 Johnny Magnuson 8 Ross Taylor 18 Michael Skeie 

1 Riley Roskens 8 Carol Upton 18 Eugene Steinbach 

2 Debra Burthus 9 Laurel Christianson 18 Kaye Thorkelson 

2 Lee Luepke 10 David Kietzmann 18 Michele Zempel 

2 Aaron Peterson 10 Jill Stark 19 Lori Schuler 

2 Joseph Sannerud 11 Michael Barborek 19 Heather Vosberg 

2 Irene Swanson 11 Aryn Carter 20 LuAnn Balfany 

3 Elaine Hauger 11 Stanley Santjer 20 Kourtney Peterson 

3 Jason Hildahl 12 Ashton Helgeson 21 Matthew Zempel 

3 Timothy Knutson 12 Boden Richter 22 Ralph Helgeson 

3 Barbara Lund 13 Myron Erickson 22 Duane Olson 

4 Barbara Formo 13 Lee Parliament 22 Kristine Sik 

4 Douglas Peterson 13 Bennett Ansel 23 Audrey Carlson 

4 Patricia Sheggeby 14 Ruby Bones 23 Marlys Sietsema 

4 Jon Tjosvold 14 Kay Magnuson 23 Cheryl Bain 

5 Patricia Anderson 14 Alyssa Moe 24 Michael Abraham 

6 Arlene Haroldson 15 Keith Dahl 24 Leslie Knutson 

6 Penny Krogstad 15 Paula Panitzke 26 Dana Baldry 

6 Mario Ochoa 15 Brady Skogrand 27 Todd Anderson 

7 Karla Imes 16 LaVonne Deters 27 Barry Evenstad 

7 Dana Skogrand 16 Timothy Johnson 28 Landon Anderson 

8 Jordan Anderson 16 Vicki Reishus 28 Ruth Mulenburg 

8 Sharon Buchholz 16 Kurt Thorstad 30 Eric Peterson 

8 Reagen Steenerson 18 David Knollenberg 30 Gwen Raney 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRiIeDK6-gTk2jwJ9XUlhbKws4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouVz038pN3-t0u_gJRH7qNoA=&ver=3
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Looking ahead 

May 2nd  

Last Day of Sunday School 

May 16th  

75+1 Anniversary Kick Off 

May 23  

H.S. Senior Sunday 

Vacation Bible School 
 After a year gap due to COVID-19, the Education Committee is excited to announce VBS will 
be happening this summer! Our dates are August 9th to August 12th, and it is open for all kiddos 
(member or not) entering 1st to 6th grade. The children who have done this in the past have had an 
absolute blast, and we expect the same fun experience this year! VBS will be happening at GFLC 
from 9:00am to 2:30pm, and children will be provided lunch and a snack.  

 We will be having staff from Shetek Bible Camp come to lead VBS, and could really use some 
volunteers to help out! This would be a wonderful experiences for High Schoolers, retired folks, 
stay-at-home parents, or anyone looking to help either prepare food or help lead children. You can 
volunteer for one to four days, whatever works for your schedule. 

 If you would be interested in registering or volunteering, please contact the church office at 
reception@granitefallslutheran.com or 320-564-3746.  

Granite Falls Lutheran Church 

350 9th Avenue 

Granite Falls, MN 56241 
 

 www.granitefallslutheran.com 
 

Phone: 320-564-3746  Ginny Dambroten 
Receptionist 

reception@granitefallslutheran.com 

Mark Manning 

Lead Pastor 

  pastormark@granitefallslutheran.com 

Paul Drees 

Associate Pastor 

pastorpaul@granitefallslutheran.com 

Valerie Santjer 

Parish Administrator 

  office@granitefallslutheran.com Joe Rohlik 

Custodian   

Use this QR code to give 
an online donation. 

Espresso Time  

Espresso Time will be the 2nd and 4th 
Thursdays of  the month at the church, with 
appropriate social distancing, 
for those who are comfortable.   
 

For the safety of  all, if  you are 
not feeling well, please stay 
home. 

mailto:reception@granitefallslutheran.com
http://www.granite

